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Abdul Hainid and his satellites had a most wholesome awe of and respect for the majesty of what is, as the late Lord Salisbury once told him, the greatest power the world has ever known. However fierce the hatred with which our policy inspired him, however much he may have disliked individuals, wherever British interests or property were concerned " hands off " was the order of his day. This respect, and the fear that inspired it, are by no means extinct: but they are diminishing.
Englishmen as a rule are little disposed to criticize the conduct of foreign affairs except in their larger issues. The subject is recognized as being too highly specialized for unskilled comment, and they are content to leave it to those charged therewith, confident that whatever else may happen the prestige and dignity of the nation and the status of British citizenship will not be allowed to suffer.
Our relations with Turkey during the past few years have been remarkably free from "incidents " disturbing to their harmony. This satisfactory state of things may be due to a more skilful conduct of affairs than heretofore, to our assumption of a less provocative attitude, to the regeneration of the Turkish character, or simply to the fact that nothing has occurred. Another explanation is conceivable. It takes, as we know, two to make a quarrel. When a person conceives himself aggrieved he may either fight, or induce his adversary to apologize, or pocket the insult and walk away.
In my own opinion England has been adopting the last attitude for some time past. Whether or not the incidents, trivial in themselves, about to be related have any bearing on the subject the reader will decide for himself.
Reference was made in an earlier chapter to the mountainous country in the south-west corner of the Arabian peninsula which, for the sake of perspicuity, we agreed to call the Yemen. This word means right as opposed to left, and in its broadest sense geographically might be taken to include all that country to the right of an observer at Jiddah facing the Kibla (i.e. in the direction of Mecca), which is now' comprised by the Ottoman